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FRIENDS OF GENOA ~ NEWS
‘Cowboy Fest’ is gone, but FOG and the GVFD
are planning a “Heritage Day” for April 28… 

Continued on Page 2

MORMON STATION NEW PARK RANGER
Welcome to Genoa, Chris Johnson…

Continued on Page 4

NEW EAGLE SCOUT IN GENOA
Ryan Griffiths and crew improve Genoa Park…

Continued on Page 5

HISTORY CORNER WITH BILLIE JEAN
A little art history about local artist and Genoa
resident, Professor Hans Meyer-Kassel…

Continued on Page 6

‘LILLIAN’ FUNDRAISING CONTINUES
More funds are needed to complete project… 

Continued on Page 8

GENOA HALLOWEEN & HOLIDAY GIVING
A few fun photos from Halloween and a list of
charity events needing your help this year…

Continued on Page 9

CANDY DANCE 2017 WRAP UP
Success! Thanks to all the volunteers…

Continued on Page 10

GENOA NOTE: NEWS FROM THE TOWN
Bow hunting limits; “Planting the Promise;”
Town seeking funds for LaFerme property… 

Continued on Page 11

FOR THE EVENT DETAILS… SEE PAGE 3
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Your Friends of Genoa’s Board have been
presented with a proposal to help support an
alternative event in place of the discontinued
Genoa Cowboy Festival. The proposal has in
mind, a full day of in-town entertainment, west-
ern demonstrations, Chautauqua and
concludes with an evening dinner concert held
by the Genoa Volunteer Fire Department. 

After careful consideration, we have agreed
to support the event through a donation, as
well as acting as the 501c(3) enabler. Several of
the town’s residents are working diligently to
pull this event together, as such we encourage
you to Save the Date of Saturday, April 28,
2018, for the Genoa Western Heritage Day.
This event promises to be a fun filled day that

New 2018 Event
planned for
Genoa’s Cowboy
Heritage

Friends of Genoa News
celebrates our western heritage with activities
and entertainment for the entire family. Look for
more information to come in the months ahead.

If you are interested in helping with this event
we would love to hear from you. You can easily
reach FOG at the email address:
FriendsOfGenoaNV@gmail.com or call 901-3508.
We’d love to have your help and participation.

Additionally, we are coming up to the end of
the year. Have you made all of your charitable
contributions? If not, please consider donating to
the Friends of Genoa. 

The Friends of Genoa was formed for the
express purpose of assisting and promoting the
town with maintaining historic buildings, monu-
ments, as well as, supporting annual events to
help maintain the historic nature and heritage of
Genoa. Friends of Genoa is a 501c(3) Corporation
and your contributions or donations may be tax
deductible pursuant to the provisions of section
170© of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 26
U.S.C. § 170(c). Check with your accountant.
Donations can be mailed to FOG, PO Box 224,
Genoa, NV 89411. Thank you.

Friends of Genoa wishes you a very Merry
Christmas, Happy Holidays and a Prosperous
New Year.

Mark Twain, Snowshoe Thompson
and Julia Bulette provided an
entertaining historical evening on
Friday, October 20th, in the Genoa
Town Hall. The event was well
attended and enjoyed by all. 

Funds raised by the Friends of
Snowshoe Thompson will go towards
maintaining the statue and planter in
Mormon Station State Park, and
furthering the memory of the
legendary mailman of the Sierra.
FriendsOfGenoaNV@gmail.com

In Memoriam Chautauqua: Bill Bowersock
Friends Of Snowshoe Thompson JOIN US FOR #SMALLBIZSAT

THIS NOV 25 AND #SHOPSMALL
AT THE BUSINESSES YOU LOVE.
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Caroling~
Genoa Tree Lighting
Caroling begins at 5:30 PM at the
Genoa Church, followed by the Tree
Lighting at 6:30 PM at the corner of
Main and Nixon Streets.

Three Seatings: 8:30, 9:40 and
10:50 AM at the Genoa Town
Hall. Enjoy breakfast and visit
with Santa!

Breakfast includes:
Pancakes, sausage,
orange juice and
coffee.

Children
4 & under

Concert starts at 6:30 PM. Doors open at 5:30 PM.
Pre-concert Chili & Baked Potato Dinner starts at 5 PM.

ADULT TICKETS: Concert $20
Concert & Dinner $35
Children: $5 OFF

Chili & Baked Potato dinner
with all the
fixings is hosted
by the Friends of
Genoa.

FRIDAY DECEMBER 1

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9

SATURDAY DECEMBER 2

Contact the Town Office for Tickets:  (775) 782-8696.

Call for Tickets: (775) 782-8696.
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By Daniel Wassmund

It has been a great fall season
here at Mormon Station. We have
had lots of families out enjoying
the park and taking photos with
the trees and the beautiful fall
colors. This will be my last fall at
this beautiful park as I have taken
a promotion to work at Nevada’s
newest state park, the Walker
River State Recreation Area. 

The Walker State Recreation
Area consists of three large ranch
properties — over 12,000 acres
and 28 miles of river open to the
public. It is truly a Nevada
paradise that will offer a variety of
recreational activities. The ranch I

will be stationed at is known as
the Rafter 7 Ranch, and looks very
similar to Mormon Station with its
mature trees and lush lawns. 

As excited as I am for the
opportunity, I am going to really
miss Mormon Station and Genoa.
I am going to miss everyone and
want to thank the town for being
so welcoming and easy to work
with. Genoa is a treasure and truly
one of a kind. I really had a great
time working here, and hope to be
back to help out at some of the
big events next year!

WELCOME, CHRIS JOHNSON!

Hello! My name is Chris
Johnson, and I am proud to be the
new Park Interpreter at Mormon
Station State Historic Park. 

Prior to transferring to Mormon
Station, I was the Park Interpreter
down at Valley of Fire State Park
— one-hour northeast of Las
Vegas — since September 2013.
While I greatly enjoyed my time at
that park, I couldn’t be happier to
be moving to northern Nevada.
My wife and I both love this area,
and we are excited to put down
roots and raise our family here. 

I fell in love with the history of
the American West and the era of
westward expansion when I was
in fourth grade. After graduating
from California State University,
Chico, with a Bachelor of Arts in
History, my dream job was to
become an interpretive ranger at
a historic park related to the
settlement of the West. I am

incredibly excited to be the
interpreter at the site of the first
permanent settlement in our
state! It truly is an honor to be
tasked with leading this park and
sharing the area’s unique history
with others. I look forward to
offering many new and exciting
programs at Mormon Station. 

I enjoy hiking, camping, fly
fishing, mountain biking, visiting
historic sites, and just hanging
out with my wife and our two
Miniature Australian Shepherds.

I look forward to meeting and
getting to know the residents of
this beautiful community, so
please do not hesitate to stop by
the park and say “Hi!”

There are currently no winter
events planned in Mormon Station
but I’ll see you in the park for the
2018 season.

Stay  tuned — keep an eye on
the Nevada State Parks website,
parks.nv.gov/parks/mormon-station,
the park’s Facebook page, or the
park’s bulletin board for more
events to be announced!

Please “LIKE” us on Facebook!
We try to post cool pictures and
interesting stories as well as
happenings around the park.

“Life belongs to the living, and he who lives must
be prepared for changes.”   – Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Mormon Station State Historic Park
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The Genoa Cemetery is the
final resting place of some of
Genoa’s most famous and
beloved residents dating as far
back as the 1800s. A quiet stroll
through the cemetery is like
taking a walk back in time. 

The cemetery is operated by
the Genoa Cemetery Association.
The GCA is comprised of seven
board members and three
officers. The association sells
plots and maintains the cemetery.
The cemetery is located at 2396
Jacks Valley Road, just north of
Centennial Lane. 

In recent years, many
improvements have been made to
the cemetery. A beautiful stone
wall was erected along the front
of the cemetery, an iron arch was

added at the entrance and lovely
trees were planted. 

During the year volunteers are
invited to participate in the
Genoa Cemetery Clean Up Days.

The cemetery maintains a
website — genoacemetery.org—
for people looking for more

details. The website features a
list of all the people interred
there and a list of grave sites of
interest. You can find an article
by Billie J. Rightmire, Genoa
Town Historian, on the meaning
of the symbols found on
headstones and grave markers. 

Laurie Hickey and Karen
Dustman recently published
Walking Tour Book 1 — The Old
Genoa Cemetery. It is available

at the Carson Valley Historical
Museum and Cultural Center in
Gardnerville and Wildflowers in
Minden. 

Contact Wally Adams, President
of the Genoa Cemetery
Association at (775) 720-1627, if
you’re interested in information
about a final resting place.

On November 11, family
and friends gathered in the
Genoa Town Hall to celebrate
Genoa’s own Ryan Griffiths
for his achievement of
reaching Eagle Scout. 

Ryan, a junior at Douglas High
School, was honored at the Eagle
Scout Court of Honor. He has
been involved in scouting for nine
years and is member of Boy Scout
Troop 33. 

There are many requirements
to achieve Eagle Scout including
earning 21 merit badges, serving
in a position of leadership in your
troop and plan, develop and

implement a
community
service project. 

For his Eagle
Scout project
Ryan, collaborated
with Town
Manager Phil
Ritger to plan the
improvements to

Genoa Town Park. Ryan and his
crew replaced the split rail fence
at the park and replenished the
wood chips on the playground.
Ryan oversaw the work of 13
scouts and 6 adult scout leaders
for a total of 120 volunteer hours
benefitting the Town of Genoa.
Congratulations to Ryan and his
proud family.

The Genoa Cemetery: Exploring Genoa’s Past

New Genoa Eagle
Scout, Troop 33

CONGRATULATIONS:
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By Billie J. Rightmire, 
Genoa Town Historian

PART 1:
Born Hans Meyer in

1872 at Kassel,
Germany, Hans
showed an interest in
painting at a very
early age. His primary
education was in
Kassel, followed by
studies at the
University of Leipzig. He also
studied at the Academy of Art at
Munich, Germany. He was a
founding member of the
International Art Society of
Munich. A very serious art
student, Hans was recognized as
a talented artist in many art
media including landscapes,
still-life, and portraits in oils or
pastels.

In Europe, Hans’s portraits of
numerous famous European
people earned him status in the
art world. His birthplace at
Kassel, Germany, honored him
by adding Kassel to his name,
hence Meyer-Kassel. This was

indeed a
tremendous
honor but not to
end there when
later through the
Royal Ministry of
Education, the
Emperor of
Germany
bestowed on him
the title of
Professor. World
War l interrupted

Hans’s career when he was
ordered by the German Army to
do a pictorial reporting on
battlefields and other war zone
events.

In 1922, Hans and his wife
Maria came to America where
his fame as an artist grew. The
couple lived in New York City,
Amherst, Massachusetts, Reno,
and Carson City before being
introduced, by a friend, to the
sleepy little town of Genoa in
1945. The couple purchased
property and renovated the
existing home. Hans had his
studio built on a higher level
directly behind their Genoa

home. He loved his studio and
Carson Valley where he found
beautiful flowers, trees, the
Sierra Nevada Mountains, clouds
in the sky and so much more to
paint.

Hans’s accomplishments grew
with exhibitions and also
commissions to paint the
portraits of both California and
Nevada governors. Hans was
also commissioned by the U.S.
Postal Service to paint a picture
for the 100th Anniversary of the
first white settlement-Genoa
(Mormon Station), Nevada, to be
used as a postage stamp to
celebrate this event. 

Note: A plus for Genoa and the
Nevada art scene — (1) Jack
Bacon & Co. will publish the first
major book on Professor Meyer-
Kassel in association with the
Nevada Museum of Art
Exhibition during the spring of
2018. (2) The Nevada Museum of
Art Association, Reno, Nevada,
has planned an exhibition from
February 24–September 2, 2018,
called “Hans Meyer-Kassel:
Artist of Nevada,” presented at
the museum’s gallery located at
160 West Liberty Street in Reno.
Please don’t miss this
wonderful exhibit. One does not
have to be an artist to enjoy art.

See Part ll in the next edition
of the Genoa Connection
Newsletter

Ref: H. William Brooks, a nephew
of Professor Meyer-Kassel

Prof. Hans Meyer-Kassel — 1872-1952



 

Now Open In Beautiful, Historic Genoa, Nevada… 

Cooking Classes – Gourmet Kitchen Pantry 
Coffee & Tea – Italian Pastries 

Monday – Friday, 7am to 3pm 
Saturday & Sunday, 9am to 5pm 

 

Coming Spring 2018… 
Sierra Chef Genoa Farmers Market @ Genoa Town Park 

May through September, 8am to 1pm  
2292 Main Street, Suites 3 & 4 

In the Genoa Country Inn 
www.SierraChef.com 

775.392.4417 

Proud Purveyors of 
Gift Certificates 

Available 
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Fundraising for the life-size,
bronze statue of Lillian Virgin
Finnegan, to be erected in Genoa
in 2019, continues as the year
ends. The statue will
commemorate the
100th anniversary of the Genoa
Candy Dance and honor
generations of volunteers who
continued the event over the
years.

The Centennial Genoa Candy
Dance Statue Project steering
committee thanks each and every
donor who has generously
contributed to the project. Your
donations have provided a
substantial portion of the funds
needed for the project. The
beautiful model statue of Lillian

was completed this year –
hopefully you had the
opportunity to see her at one of
the 2017 events where she was
displayed.

With the holiday season

approaching, you may be thinking
about unique, meaningful gifts for
your kids, grandkids, family and
friends. You might consider
making a $200 donation and
having their names engraved on
one of the personalized bricks
that will be displayed at the
statue site. All donations to
support the Statue Project are
made to and processed by
Friends of Genoa, a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization.

The project committee is
working hard to find out more
about Lillian Virgin Finnegan and
Genoa Candy Dance history.
Statue Project committee
members have been meeting with
members of some of Genoa’s
“pioneer” families, who have
willingly shared their stories,
photos, scrapbooks and other
mementos. 

Statue Project donor forms are
available at the Genoa Town
Office and The Pink House. For
more information, contact: Gail
Teig (775-790-4231). Email
100thCandyDance@gmail.com or
visit our Facebook page at
Facebook.com/GenoaCandyDance

Honoring Genoa’s Volunteers – Past, present and future:

Fundraising for Lillian Virgin Finnegan Statue 
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On a chilly Tuesday night
in Genoa, ghouls and goblins
descended on the town to
celebrate Halloween. There
were games, a hayride, pizza
and treats for the youngsters.
Parents enjoyed a feast and
“bring-your-own” spirits. 

A spooky good time was
had by all!

Toys for Tots has placed collec-
tion bins at Gillmor Coons Real
Estate. The mission of the U.S.
Marine Corps Reserve Toys for
Tots Program is to collect new,
unwrapped toys to distribute to
local children in need. You can
contact Gina at (775) 782-3434, or
drop off toys at 2288 Main Street.

The GVFD will again host the
Drive-By Food Drive Drop-Off
point from November 27 thru
December 7 to benefit the Carson
Valley Food Closet.

Also, Douglas Disposal’s
Canned Food Drive to benefit the

Carson Valley
Food Closet will
take place during
the week of
December 4th-8th.

Donations of non-perishable food

items in plastic grocery bags
should be placed beside your
trash bins when you put them out
at the curb. For more information
call (775) 782-5713.
Project Santa Claus will have a

collection bin at The Pink House
to collect new, unwrapped toys.
Kiwanis service organization’s
Project Santa Claus collects and
distributes toys to families in need
throughout Douglas County.

Opportunities for Holiday Giving in Genoa



Genoa’s 2017 Candy Dance was a smashing
success. It is estimated that over 50,000 people
attended this year’s Candy Dance weekend. Traffic
coming into town was backed up in all directions
and some Candy Dance attendees were forced to
park on Foothill Road or Jack’s Valley Road when
parking lots were filled. The Sunday crowd topped
20,000 which made it one of the largest Sunday
crowds in recent history. Town Manager Phil Ritger
reported that Genoa’s net income from the weekend
was approximately $148,000. This amount meets
Genoa’s budgetary goals for net revenue. Phil
reported there were 322 craft vendors selling their
wares with over 2/3 of them taking advantage of the
pre-registration process for next year.

Dee Dykes, chairperson of candy making, reports
that candy sales totaled $43,800. Some candies were
sold out as early as Saturday afternoon and very
little candy was left. Dee had a small army of
volunteers making candy most days in August and

September. They produced approximately 3,200
pounds of divinity, English toffee, fudge, peanut
brittle and more. Every square inch of freezer and
refrigerator space at the town office was filled in
anticipation of this year’s event. Dee sends her
gratitude to all of her candy makers and candy
sellers.

Genoa owes a huge debt of gratitude to several
people for their commitment to this event including
town manager Philip Ritger and office assistant
Sarah Macellari for all of their hard work in
preparation for the Genoa Candy Dance. The Genoa
Candy Dance has served the Town of Genoa for the
past century as the dominant source of income to
sustain the town and provide the necessary services
to our residents. Since 1919, the Genoa Candy Dance
has also stood as a testament to volunteerism and
the event’s success is the direct result of
generations of volunteers who work tirelessly to
serve our guests. Philip sends his thanks to the
Candy Dance committee chairs and volunteers who
worked tirelessly before, during and after the event.
Congrats to all on a successful event!
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Genoa New Year’s Eve Party
Please join us for a special

Genoa’s many volunteers made the recent Candy Dance & Faire a success!
2017 Genoa Candy Dance Wrap Up

In October we enjoyed the final concert in the summer
Concert on the Green series. Thank you so much to
Genoa’s own Sue Knight for her tireless work bringing this
event to our town park. There is just nothing better than
enjoying a free afternoon concert in the shadow of the
Sierras.

The Town of Genoa recently thanked the Candy Dance
volunteers with tickets to a moving concert in the Town
Hall by Mike Beck. Many of the town volunteers enjoyed
Mike’s music and stories of his work with horses.

Thanks to Sandy Granucci for chairing Genoa’s Annual
Halloween Party and Hayride. Our town hall was
transformed for the frightening festivities. Great job by
Sandy and her volunteers.

KAREN AND ELAINE’S CORNER

Sunday, December 31, 2017 
7–10 PM in the Genoa Town Hall
Genoa residents and their guests are invited

to join in the fun as we ring in the New Year. 
There will be live entertainment, dancing, a

pot luck meal and a BYOB bar. Tickets: $15 for
adults, $7.50 for kids. Pay cash at the door. 
RSVP to Karen ~ rezzelle@hotmail.com or

Elaine ~ elainem3@charter.net
Come celebrate the arrival of 2018 with your

friends and neighbors!
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The Douglas County Board of
County Commissioners will soon
discuss the issue of deer hunting
in Genoa. It is currently legal to
bow hunt here in town. The
County Commissioners will
consider amending the current
law to make it illegal to shoot
deer with bows within 500 feet of
an occupied structure without
permission from the property
owner in Douglas County. If you
are concerned about bow hunters
in town you should contact the
BOCC to let them know your
views or attend their upcoming
meeting — DouglasCountyNV.gov
for schedule. In the meantime, if
you do not want hunters on your
property you should post “No
Hunting, No Trespassing” signs.
At the November Genoa Town

Advisory Board meeting, the
board approved participating in
the “Planting the Promise”
campaign. This campaign, in
connection with Red Ribbon
week, consists of red tulips being
planted around downtown Genoa
as a reminder to keep our
community healthy and drug free.
Won’t they be lovely to see come
springtime?
The Town of Genoa is seeking

to purchase the property
formerly known as LaFerme. The
Genoa Town Advisory Board will
discuss this at their Wednesday,
December 6 meeting at 6:30 p.m.
in the Town Office. The Town and
GTAB are seeking funds from the
County Redevelopment Agency
for the much needed additional
parking and meeting space. The

Douglas County Board of County
Commissioners will hear from
interested parties at their
December 18, 3:00 p.m. meeting.
Genoa residents are encouraged
to attend this important meeting
to demonstrate to the county
manager and commissioners that
Genoa residents want this
purchase to occur. Interested
parties can sign up to speak to
the BOCC for 3 minutes at the
meeting. Please plan to attend.
Congratulations to our Town of

Genoa Office Assistant Sarah
Macellari for her recent
promotion to Accounting Clerk
Senior at the County Office. Sarah
has done an outstanding job in
the town office and will be sorely
missed. We wish her all the best
in her new position.

1166 Annie Court, Ste. D
Minden, NV 89423 f:

p: 775.267.4553
775.267.4984
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December 1 – Friday           Christmas in Genoa ~ Christmas Caroling                    Genoa Church                      5:30 p.m.
                                                 Christmas Tree Lighting at the corner of Main & Nixon Streets                                  6:30 p.m.
December 2 – Saturday      Breakfast with Santa ~ 3 Seatings (visit website)           Genoa Town Hall       Starts 8:30 a.m.
December 6 – Wednesday   Genoa Town Advisory Board Meeting                              Town Office                          6:30 p.m.
December 9 – Saturday      A Cowboy Christmas Concert (Chili Dinner)         Genoa Town Hall                  6:30 p.m.
                                                 Featuring Mary Kaye (Dinner starts at 5 p.m. Concert doors open at 5:30)
January 3 – Wednesday      Genoa Town Advisory Board Meeting                              Town Office                          6:30 p.m.

December 6 – Wednesday   Douglas Disposal Holiday Food Drive                           Your house                           5:00 a.m.
December 18 – Monday      County Board of Commissioners Meeting                            County Building                   3:00 p.m.
                                                 (Discussion of LaFerme purchase)                                         1616 8th St. Minden
December 23 – Saturday    The Pink House Holiday Dinner (Reservations, please)      The Pink House                    5–8 p.m.
December 24 – Sunday       Christmas Eve Service at the Genoa Church                    Genoa Church                      7:00 p.m.
December 31 – Sunday       New Year’s Eve in Genoa (Pot luck and BYOB)        Genoa Town Hall                  7:00 p.m.
December 31 – Sunday       The Pink House New Year’s Eve Dinner                               The Pink House                    5–8 p.m.
                                                 (Make reservations please)
January 3 – Wednesday      Douglas Disposal’s Bonus Trash Pick-up                      Your house                           5:00 a.m.
                                                 (Double your per can service)
January 10 – Wednesday    Douglas Disposal Holiday Tree Recycling                  Your house                           5:00 a.m.
                                                 (Remove all decorations, cut tree to less than 6 foot lengths)

Town of Genoa Events and Meetings

Other Events for Residents in Genoa


